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In this Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents Families, 
 

The end of term 1 already! Congratulations to our year 3-6 students who attended camp over 
the past few weeks and challenged themselves to collaborate and meet challenges as a team, 
stretched themselves out of their comfort zone and got to know their classmates a little better 
too! I know you will be keen to read their camp update later in this newsletter.  I wish to  
extend gratitude to our dedicated teachers who attended camp and took such great care of our 
young people. As one of parents said last week, sharing their appreciation - ‘camp is a  
wonderful opportunity for our children and is only possible with the commitment of teachers 
such as the ones at Turner!’. 
 

Last week our ‘Cultural Integrity School Improvement Team’ met with Scott and Graeme from 
Murrimatters and had a walk through our school as an opportunity for us to gain feedback  
regarding how we are building a sense of connection to self, others and Ngunnawal Country for 
our students. We looked at the ways our teachers are supporting your children to explore the 
question, ‘Who am I? Who am I in my relationships? Who am I with Country?’ We asked Scott 
and Graeme, ‘what if anything do we need to do next?’ Scott’s advice was that it was time to 
pause, celebrate and acknowledge how far we have come as a school and expressed that what 
we were doing was certainly something to get excited about. It was clearly evident how much 
our students have connected with their place at Turner! When you pop in to collect your  
children, please have a little wander to see how your child is learning about their role as part of 
our community. I particularly like the ‘random acts of kindness wall’ in the David St corridor 
encouraging students to sign up and share their commitment to make a difference to others 
through kindness. 
 

If you would like to know more about our Cultural Integrity journey at Turner, we encourage 
you to volunteer at our upcoming ‘P&C and Turner School Cultural Integrity Garden Project’ on 
Saturday the 1st May.  Stay tuned for more information on how to sign up. 
 

Coming up week 1 next term we have our Turner School Strategic Plan, School Review. The 
review is led by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) and is an opportunity to 
reflect on current practices. The review looks at progress made towards improving the quality 
of teaching and learning and subsequently, student learning and wellbeing outcomes. The  
Review Team will be talking with members of our staff, student and parent community and will 
be working closely and collaboratively with us to identify existing strengths and provide  
recommendations to inform the school’s next improvement cycle. 
 

I wish your children a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing them all again in  
term 2. 
 

Kind regards, Allison Edmonds | Principal Turner School  

Link to Learning from Home 

Hub https://sites.google.com/

ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home

-hub/home 

Upcoming Events  

  ANZAC Ceremony 

 Working Bee  

 Cross Country Carnival 

We would like to invite you to attend our ANZAC Day ceremony on the 21st April 2021 at 12pm, 
hosted by the 3/4 team. We would also like to extend a special welcome to anyone currently or 
previously having served in the Defence Force. A commemorative ceremony will be held and all 
classes will lay a handmade wreath in honour of the brave souls who lost their lives.  
All families interested are welcome to attend on the day. 

Pg 2— Hazardous materials in Turner School  Pg 4—Preschool Connection to Place 

Pg 2—P&C article Pg 4—Turner School Notices 

Pg 3—Board Report Pg 5—Year 5/6 Camp Cooba 

Pg 3—Belconnen Regional Swimming Carnival Pg 6—Community Notices 

 Pg 7—Turner School before and after 

school activities Term 2.  

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/home
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/home
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/home
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Please remember to let the front office staff know immediately if your contact details have 
changed. Our email address is tnrp@turners.act.edu.au 

Information on COVID-19 in ACT Public Schools Road Map please click the below 

link:  https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1714320/COVID-19-

Placemat-for-publication-1-March-2021.pdf           Last updated 1 March 2021.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to introduce and welcome the Turner School P&C Executive Committee for 2021: 
 

Nicola Gibson - President   Nathan Richards  - Vice-President   Amanda Bruce - Secretary    
Ole Nielsen - Treasurer   Annie O’Connor - Public Officer 
 

At this point, I would like to express a sincere thanks to the outgoing 2020 Committee members whose contributions and efforts are 
always welcome. 
 

The new Committee look forward to speaking to and meeting as many members of the Turner community over the upcoming  
12 months. Please feel free to contact us at the turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com email account should you have any questions. 
 
P&C will be reviewing our fundraising activities for 2021 and hope to deliver a few more social events than we were able to in a 
COVID restricted 2020. 
 

More information on our upcoming Working Bee scheduled for Saturday 1st May 2021 will be provided. 
 
Many thanks  
Nicola Gibson | Turner School P&C President 

Lines of communication: 
 Allison Edmonds—Principal 
 Robyn Watson —Deputy Principal 
 Antonia McGuire —Inclusion Officer 
 Jocelyn James — P-K Team Leader 
 Jess Engele —Years 1-2 Team Leader 
 Emily Gregory —Year 3-4 Team Leader 
 Iesha Siotis—Years 5/6 Team Leader 
 Nick Collins—Social Emotional / Literacy Officer 
 Michelle Wootton Price —School Psychologist 

 Deb Parr—Business Manager 
 Laura Patrick/Cathy Kolobaric/Ann-Maree Caughey — 

Administration Team 
 Condamine Street Front Office 61422430/61422431 
 David Street Front Office 61422436 
 Email:  tnrp@turners.act.edu.au 
 

P&C Email: turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com  
P&C Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
turnerpandc/ 

Managing hazardous materials in Turner School 
 
The ACT Government is committed to ensuring all public school buildings are safe and have the 
infrastructure to support high-quality education. 
 
Most ACT public schools were built at a time when asbestos and lead paint were widely used in the building industry. As a recently 
published list of schools shows, 76 of our 89 schools have lead paint and/or asbestos. Nearly all asbestos in ACT public schools is  
non-friable, also known as bonded or sheet asbestos. 
 
Turner School was opened in 1953 and both lead paint and asbestos are present at our school.   
 
We know where these materials exist, or are likely to exist, we monitor the locations regularly and we have a management 
strategy in place to keep our school community safe. Detailed reports are kept at the front office in a Hazardous Materials Register 
which you are welcome to view.    
 
If you have any general questions about how we manage hazardous materials drop by the front office, or come along to an 
information night at Dickson College on Monday 10 May from 6-8pm.  
 
The session will include members of the Education Directorate’s Hazardous Materials Taskforce, and lead paint expert Professor 
Mark Taylor. He is one of the specialists guiding hazardous materials work in ACT public schools ensuring our management is 
informed by international best practice. 
 
The ACT Government has committed $15 million to remove hazardous materials from public schools during the next four years. 
This is in addition to a school upgrade budget of $99 million which will also help manage lead paint and asbestos.  
 
You can learn more about how hazardous materials are safely managed in our public schools on the Education Directorate’s 
website. It has a fact sheet about lead paint, details about the Directorate’s commitment and approach to managing hazardous 
materials, and it links to a new ACT Health fact sheet about lead exposure and your health. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1714320/COVID-19-Placemat-for-publication-1-March-2021.pdf
https://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/1714320/COVID-19-Placemat-for-publication-1-March-2021.pdf
mailto:turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com
mailto:turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/turnerpandc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/turnerpandc/
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools/list-of-schools-with-lead-paint-or-asbestos
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools/list-of-schools-with-lead-paint-or-asbestos
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools
https://www.education.act.gov.au/our-priorities/managing-hazardous-materials-in-act-public-schools
https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/population-health/fact-sheets
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Belconnen Regional Swimming Carnival 

On Wednesday 17th March 2021, five Turner Primary School students made a little piece of Canberra history, being participants in the 

first regional swimming carnival to be held at the new Stromlo Leisure Centre. Ana, Jakoah, Malachy, Eli and Anthony were wonderful 

ambassadors for Turner Primary, cooperating with carnival officials and giving their all when competing in their respective races. 

Special congratulations to Malachy and Eli who have qualified to progress on to the ACT Swimming Championships to be held towards 

the end of March. All the best Malachy and Eli. A huge thank you to Tracy Littlewood and Dale Todling for assisting as officials on the 

day. Without such voluntary support, events like this would not be possible. Thanks again Dale and Tracy.  

Below is a summary of our school’s swimmer’s results.    

Name Event Place 

Ana Girls 10yrs 50m Freestyle 18th 

Malachy 200m Individual Medley 

Boys 10yrs 50m Freestyle 

Boys 100m Freestyle 

Boys 10yrs 50m Butterfly 

Boys 10yrs 50m Breaststroke 

Boys 10 50 Backstroke 

Boys 200m Freestyle 

1st 

2nd 

6th 

2nd 

2nd 

5th 

1st 

Jakoah Boys 10&Over 50m Freestyle Multi-Class 2nd 

Anthony Boys 10&Over 50m Freestyle Multi-Class 1st 

Eli Boys 100m Breaststroke 

Boys 12yrs 50m Breaststroke 

Boys 12yrs 50m Backstroke 

6th 

4th 

9th 

Class Parent Contact—30 March Update 

Each class at Turner School has a Class Parent Contact/s who co-ordinate a parent network for that class and keep in 
contact with the teacher/s.  The Class Parent Contact/s will also distribute P&C messages to their class email list of 
Parents/Carers. The Class Parent Contact can choose to organise social events to help build an inclusive supportive 
community. In the past some events have included: class play dates, coffee dates, parent get togethers and even 
class-based stalls at the School Fete.   

One Vacancy exists for the Central Class Parent Contact role in S3/4AU – Amanda Usher's class. If you'd like to volunteer, or have any 
questions, please contact Dale Todling: dnjtodling@gmail.com.  And, if you've not signed up yet to be on the email list for your class, 
the Class Parent Contact Network link is: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciHxoF5FlsC-XcugIjQtMho9Lx5gC6v-
LIckZ2q6G34mKxtQ/viewform  

Board Report 

Well done everyone on a great first term - whether it was going on school camp, signing up for choir, band or the growing group of 
Djembe players, receiving an award at yesterday’s assembly or settling into a classroom and making new friends, Turner kids have had 
an eventful first term of 2021!  

It was fantastic to be able to attend the assembly in person and celebrate the beginning of what looks like being an exciting year with 
the development of a new student parliament that allows kids to have an even greater voice and leadership role. I look forward to 
hearing how this takes shape over the coming term.  

Thanks to everyone who supported the school by voting in the recent Board election, I’m delighted to have been re-elected as a par-
ent representative for another two years, and would like to warmly welcome Dale Todling as a fellow parent representative for the 
first time.  

This year the Board will be focusing much of its’ attention on the five-yearly school review, beginning with a meeting last Wednesday 
to discuss how things have progressed in a number of areas, including: school improvement, measuring and assessing learning, use of 
school resources, personalised learning and partnerships with the wider community. We'll be meeting with the review panel early 
next term, and as always if you'd like more information or want to discuss any aspect of the review please don't hesitate to email me. 

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter and great school holidays enjoying what may be the last bit of warm weather for a while.  

Aarthi Ayyar-Biddle | Turner School Board Chair | aarthiayyar@gmail.com  

mailto:dnjtodling@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciHxoF5FlsC-XcugIjQtMho9Lx5gC6v-LIckZ2q6G34mKxtQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciHxoF5FlsC-XcugIjQtMho9Lx5gC6v-LIckZ2q6G34mKxtQ/viewform
mailto:aarthiayyar@gmail.com
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Pre-school’s Connection to Place- exploring ants 
Our connection to the playground is very strong at preschool, every day we take time to listen, feel and 

notice. 

Our pre-schooler’s had been noticing that the ants in our playground were moving nests, they had this 

enormous trail across the bricks and tanbark. We sat all alongside the trail watching them quietly for a 

while. T we decided we could record what was happening!  

A few children set up an iPad in view of the migrating ants to record. Taking time to listen to the children’s conversations gave a 

magical insight into their thinking, views on their world and interactions with each other without adults. Conversations drew on 

past experiences with nature – discussing their types of homes, status in the hierarchy (‘Come on troops’ – Sophie) and they 

began to hypothesise the how and why of what was happening in the playground.  

Back in class we did some further research about what was happening, we investigated the BBC’s Wonderful World of Ants and of 

course turning to our nature master – Sir David Attenborough. Sir David showed us ‘The Empire of Ants’ guiding us through the 

mysterious realm of ants, presenting us with queens and workers, scouts and soldiers. Our discoveries led us to connecting with 

ants’ complex social dynamics – the unwritten rules of our societies.    

We later dived into the story of Edie Ulrich and her mother Edna Sceghi are two of the last fluent speakers of an endangered 

Aboriginal language. Tjupan is the language of the Aboriginal people to the south of Wiluna in the northern WA Goldfields, now 

spoken by people around Laverton, Leonora and Kalgoorlie. They showed us how their family hunts for The Honey Ants, their 

connection to country and how to listen to it.  

Our ant watching led to many activities to show our new knowledge, using our fingerprints as ants to show the working class and 

bold markers highlighting the significance of the queen herself. We explored diagrams, labels and other ways scientist record their 

data on nature events. After many discussions we decided that the ants had been moving their nest, moving across our 

playground into the vegetable patch where we had recently added new rich soil. We hypothesised that the ants use the ‘new soil 

to make their homes because there is a lot of vegetables growing for them to all eat’ – Molly.  

‘They may have done it to be closer to the preschool inside where it’s warm’ – Evan  

‘The queen tells everyone where to go all the time’ – Astri 

‘The ants like to eat things like slugs and snails. They can eat those things because there are lots of 

ants and they work in a teamwork’ – Philip  

‘They start moving quickly before it rains. They know when so they start marching’  

– Aaron R 

Gudgauar Preschool 2021 

SCAN OUR QR CODES TO WATCH THE VIDEOS 

Turner School Notices 
Cultural Integrity Garden 

Working Bee  

Saturday 1st May  

Volunteers will need to bring 
gardening tools and gloves.  

BBQ lunch will be provided.    

More information coming soon! 

 

 Whole School  
ANZAC Day 
Assembly  

 

Indigenous Garden 

All Welcome 

Wednesday  21st April  

12:00pm 

 Turner School Cross 
Country Carnival  

Tuesday 4th May 

Lost Property 

Please check the white 

wire baskets in David St 

and Condamine St hallways. Reminder 

to label all jumpers, drink bottles and 

hats. 

Term 2 begins Monday 19 April. 

ANZAC Day Holiday 26 April. 

Last day of Term 2 Friday 25 June.  
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Year 5/6 Camp Cooba 2021 
 
This year for 5/6 camp we went to fantastic Camp Cooba; the camp is a renovated motel, made 
to be a lot of fun! It is located about 30 minutes from Cooma. The buses departed from school 
at around 8:45am and we got to Cooba at around 10:30am. Camp Cooba is a beautiful place, 
full of wildlife, and with amazing opportunities for the students to build their learner assets!  
 
 Cooba has a wide range of fun activities to participate in, including: 
•  The Big Swing: a team activity where you get harnessed up and pulled to the top of a 12 
 metre high structure and when you pull the red ball you drop and swing- it is scary but 
 lots of fun! When you get to the top, you can see the whole of the beautiful grounds.  
• Low Ropes: a teamwork obstacle course with tyres and lots of rope that you have to climb 
 through or over using communication with your team.  
•  The Assault Course: a series of obstacles with jumping, climbing, balancing, crawling, 
 pulling and running. The last obstacle is where you have to swim through mud and crawl 
 through a mud tunnel! 
• Survivor: an obstacle course, including hills and mud that you have to push a buggy (with 
 no engine) around and through using collaboration within your team.  
• Team Maneuvers: an orienteering challenge with 3-4 teams and 2 captains. You get walkie 
 talkies and a map, having to find clues across the gorgeous campgrounds. This one 
 definitely built our communication skills!  
• Leap of Faith:  A jump that takes a whole lot of confidence. You are harnessed up, then 
 you climb up a pole via a ladder and then jump off a little platform onto a metal trapeze 
 bar.  
• Archery: where you have a bow and an arrow and have to shoot at the target - the closer 
 you get to the bullseye decides how many points you get.  
 

At Cooba the food was awesome! There was a very big variety of food over the three days 
including: lasagne, chocolate mousse, pizza, local fruit, cookies, hash browns, toast… well all 
this as well as much more fabulous foods! In our free time we were allowed to go to the games 
room, feed their horses (named Westen and Wallock), choose a quiet activity or borrow their 
sports equipment. 
 

Camp was awesome and we all came back very tired! It was a great opportunity to build our 
learner assets, SCARFF values and to have fun with each other! The Cooba teachers said that we 
were one of the best groups to visit and our teachers agreed!   
 
Written by Lucy, Elise, Clara, Sophia & Tess (5/6KS) 
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Community  Notices 

  

View 32 categories of fun filled 
kids activities, programs 

and events from over 120 local 
Canberra businesses. 

New Food and 
Farmers Market in 

Braddon  - Haig 
Park Village 

Markets 

 
Canberra’s newest 
community farmers 
and food market is now up and 
running not too far from Turner 
School in Braddon’s beautiful  
Haig Park. 

With a growing list of quality, local 
farmers and producers signed up to 
attend, the market is already hosting 
some of the region’s best 
stallholders at the weekly event.  

Weekly Sunday market open from 
8am-2pm. 

For further information, you can visit 
the website: 
www.haigparkvillagemarkets.com.au
   

http://www.holidayhappenings.com.au/online-booklet
http://www.holidayhappenings.com.au/online-booklet
http://www.haigparkvillagemarkets.com.au
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Turner School on-site before and after school activities and lessons for 

Term 2, 2021 for K-6 Turner School Students 

YWCA CANBERRA 
2021 BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

PROGRAM 

Before and after school care is available during school terms 
(public holidays excluded)  

from 7.30–9.00am and 3–6pm. 

Enrolment packs are available from: 

www.ywca-canberra.org.au childcareaccounts@ywca-
canberra.org.au or from the ASC/BSC Programs 

Turner Trebles 
Open to students from years 3–6 
Term fees of $100 per child 
Tuesdays 8am, multipurpose room 
For more information, please contact Tobias 

PIANO LESSONS 

with Karthiyani Krishnan  

Term 2 — 2021 

Contact: Karthiyani 0401 405 241 or  

Email  Karthiyani.Krishnan@outlook.com  

Free Rangers— Kids who can 

Learn practical skills and get 

your hands dirty, outdoors in 

the fresh air. Explore nature 

reserves. Learn bush skills. 

Grow your own produce to 

cook. Care for animals.  

Monday and Thursdays, 3-5pm @ Turner School and 5-6pm 

relocate to Friends Meeting House across the road. $270 per term.   

Kindergarten to year 6. Places limited 

Contact daniellekcook@live.com.au 

Ph: 0405467173 or visit https://freerangerskids.wordpress.com/  

Turner After-School Chess 
Tuesday Afternoons from 3 to 4:30pm  

Qualified Master Level coaches.  
All ages and all skill levels invited.  

Play, learn and enjoy!  
Cost per child: $100 per term 

Contact Shaun Press on 0488954938 or  
shaunpress@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 Fun Languages for Children - Creating Global Citizens 

   Learn Mandarin at Turner Primary School 

With LCF Fun Languages 

When: Term 2, 2021   

Time:  3.00pm to 4.15pm 

Fee:  $162.00 per child for 9 lessons (10% sibling  
  discount applies) 

Please contact Eloisa on 0448 481 480  or  Email 

eloisa.curtotti@lcfclubs.com.au  www.lcfclubs.com.au   

Grazie   Merci   谢谢   Thank You 

Located in Senior Hall            

 

http://www.ywca-canberra.org.au
mailto:childcareaccounts@ywca-canberra.org.au
mailto:childcareaccounts@ywca-canberra.org.au
mailto:daniellekcook@live.com.au
https://freerangerskids.wordpress.com/
mailto:shaunpress@gmail.com
mailto:eloisa.curtotti@lcfclubs.com.au
http://www.lcf
http://ww.lcfclubs.com.au/

