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Upcoming Events: 

• Learning Journeys  
• School Satisfaction Survey 

closes next Friday (info on 
page 4)  

In this Newsletter: 

 

Pg 2:  STEAM Festival Parents Q&A session 

Pg 3:  Learning Journeys  

Pg 4:      School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Pg 5:     Community notices 

 

Lines of communication: 
 

 Allison Edmonds—Principal 

 Heather Hill—Deputy Principal and 5/6 Team Leader 

 Antonia McGuire—Deputy Principal and Inclusion 
Officer  

 Jocelyn James—Preschool/Kindergarten Team Leader   

 Jess Engele —Years 1-2 Team Leader 

 Kayla Gifford —Years 3-4 Team Leader 

 Tilly Cave —  Years 5-6 Team Leader 

 Michelle Wootton Price —School Psychologist 

 Deb Parr—Business Manager 

 Laura Patrick/Ann-Maree Caughey/Elisabeth Judd — 
Administration Team 

 Condamine Street Front Office:
 61422430/61422431 

 David Street Front Office 61422436 
 Email:  tnrp@turners.act.edu.au 
P&C Email: turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com  
P&C Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
turnerpandc/ 
Board Chair: Dale Todling dale.todling@dta.gov.au 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Welcome to week 7! A big congratulations to our Tournament of the Mind participants on the weekend. Thank you to our 

supporting teachers who went as mentors for the students: Georgia, Adam, Laura, Jayne, Sarah and Katrina.  

Learning Journeys coming up week 8: In line with the Education Directorate’s decision, our semester 2 reports will be the same 

as semester one. This means students will be provided with an overall A-E grade, and an assessment of achievement standard 

statements on a 5-point scale. While semester 2 reports won’t include detailed teacher comments, parents are encouraged to 

speak directly with their child’s teacher(s) if they have any questions or concerns about their progress leading up to the end of 

the year. Our teachers will also continue to communicate directly with you when there are any concerns about student learning 

or other classroom updates.   With Learning Journeys coming up next week it’s another excellent opportunity for you to see first 

hand the learning your child is engaging in.  

STEAM Festival Parents Q&A session: On the next page you will see a visual map of our Q&A discussion recorded by Faith from 

Ainslie School. Let us know what you think!  

Student free planning day next Friday (9th September): A reminder that all ACT Public Schools have a pupil free day next Friday 

9 September. Where possible, we ask that students do not attend school . Students who can’t stay home will be able to come to 

school and be supervised while undertaking general learning activities. To help with staffing, please contact the front office on 

61422430 or email tnrp@turners.act.edu.au if your child will be attending school next Friday. 

School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is open until Friday next week. Please check page 4 for more information. 

Staffing Changes: Congratulations to Kayla Gifford who will be stepping into the year 3/4 Team Leader position and to Tilly Cave 

who will be stepping into the year 5/6 co-team leader role with Heather Hill. As always, your best first point of contact is your 

child’s class teacher and should you need further support your team leaders and deputies can be contacted via email or the front 

office.  

Have a great end to the week,   Allison Edmonds | Principal 

Notes to be returned:  

• Voluntary Family  
Contribution 

• Preschool Resources   
Payment 

• Library Fund Contribution 

mailto:turnerprimarypandc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/turnerpandc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/turnerpandc/
mailto:dale.toldling@dta.gov.au
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STEAM Festival 2022 
 
In week 5, all of Turner School pressed pause on their regular timetable and participated in the 2022 ‘STEAM 
Festival’. We took part in multiple activities, including a whole school create-a-thon, several workshops with 
parents and experts in the field of STEAM and science-related STEAM challenges.  
 
We asked some students for their thoughts on the week. Here is what they told us: 
 “I liked having more leadership opportunities and being able to educate younger students” - Oscar H (5/6CK) 
 “I enjoyed being taught about different subjects by professionals” - Ana J (5/6TC) 
 “My favourite part was when the different people came in and taught us about STEAM” - Gia G (3/4AV) 
 “I liked learning with Harry Kanasa because he taught us about the ‘Cows Moo Softly’ rule” - Ryan P (3/4GS) 
 “I learnt that Wizz Fizz fizzed in my mouth because it has a chemical reaction with  acids” - Ezra E (1/2SS) 
 “I really liked learning about STEAM with the older kids” - Zayda G (1/2ES) 
 “The best part was the STEAM challenges with the big kids” Sophie B (KAS) 
 “I enjoyed learning about science with the 5/6s” - Mitchell C (KYL) 
As the Turner Prime Ministers, we enjoyed the opportunity given to all 5/6 students to be leaders and thinkers by running ‘STEAM 
challenges’ for the younger students. We lead small groups of children from Preschool to Year 4,  taught various science experi-
ments and got the younger kids involved and excited about STEAM. We had to be critical thinkers when things went wrong and 
could reflect and improve on our activity as we ran it 4 times with different groups. 
 
What an exciting, engaging and exhausting week!                   Sujaan B and Clara D (Turner School Prime Ministers)  

Dr Harry goes to Turner- A summary of teacher learning shared with us from Harry  

Three elements for effective inquiry-based learning were role modelled during this trip: thinking tools, the explicit 
teaching of these thinking tools and success criteria, as a student-centred tool to help students self-evaluate their 
learning and move towards being ‘self-managers’.  

Firstly, students must be effective thinkers. That means being able to think at lower levels (remembering, 
understanding and applying) and at higher levels (analysing, evaluating and creating). Thinking tools (that is,  graphic 
organisers) are great because they make the invisible, visible. As a teacher, you can easily identify errors in thinking 
for example, an incorrect link in a concept map or an incorrectly placed object in a Venn diagram – and rectify them. 

Secondly, it’s important that we role model the proper use of these tools and we use them in an age-appropriate 
manner. Using real objects or pictures of objects as the students sit in a circle is a great way to get students up and 
moving. Explicit teaching and guidance in the use of the tools is vital before students then attempt using the tool 
independently. 

The third element role modelled during this trip is the use of success criteria 
explicitly linked to the use of the thinking tool. These become student-centred when 
students are challenged to choose and aim for their own targets. The success criteria 
then become a discussion point as you challenge students to push themselves to the 
‘next star’. And finally, students then self-evaluate their work and record their 
efforts. Repeated over the term will give teachers formative data on students’ 
development as they become ‘thinkers’ and ‘self-managers’. 

Junior Choir with 
Kayla and Jess 

The junior choir have 
been fortunate to have 
a number of 
performance 
opportunities recently. 
At the end of last term we performed to the two beginning of the week 
preschool classes, as well as at the end of term 2 assembly. This term 
has seen us perform at both the opening and closing ceremonies for 
the STEAM Festival. There is a large group of committed kindergarten, 
year 1 and 2 children who attend our weekly lunchtime rehearsals. 
They are building their repertoire and it is a delight to see their 
increased confidence when performing. 

Belconnen Regional Carnival 

What started out as a frosty morning quickly heated up as 
some of Turner’s top athletes hit the AIS athletics track for 
the Belconnen Regional Carnival!  

We had over 40 students that qualified for the event and 
represented Turner with pride. From the track to the field, 
a see of green ran, jumped and threw their way to some 
amazing results.  

Although we want to congratulate all that participated a 
special congratulations goes to  
Isaac H, Elijah M, Bella P-B and Lily T who all qualified for 
the ACT carnival to be held later in the term.  

Keep an eye out because you never know what names you 
might see representing Australia up in Brisbane in 2032! 
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ACT Instrumental Music Program 

Primary Concert Choir & Primary Concert Band - 2023 

Applications Close Monday 14 November 

The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in Years 4 to 6 in 
ACT public schools in 2023 to audition for the following primary extension ensembles: 

Primary Concert Band: Year 6 students in IMP Band Classes in ACT public schools in 2023 
Primary Concert Choir: Years 4-6 students in ACT public schools in 2023 
 
Audition dates and times will be allocated in mid Term 4 once the application process has closed. 
Auditions will be held online in late Term 4. 
Audition requirements and music for PCB will be available on the IMP website by the end of Term 3.  
Audition requirements and music for PCC will be available on the IMP website by Term 4 Week 3.  
 
The ensembles are an excellent opportunity for hard-working, skilled and committed young musicians to work together in an 
enriching environment. The groups are active performance ensembles and the families of students auditioning will need to be 
prepared to make a strong commitment to rehearsal and performance attendance for the year.  

 
Further information is available from the Instrumental Music Program website at www.imp.act.edu.au.  
 
The online application can be accessed in the following three ways:  
https://forms.gle/PrGWpd8oh5jRy9YV6                http://www.imp.act.edu.au/our_ensembles/auditions 
QR code  

Learning Journeys – Week 8 (next week!!) 

A reminder that Learning Journeys will be taking place next Tuesday and Thursday – don’t forget to book in a 
time to see what your child has been working on in class!   

We are again using PTO for the booking system, which you will be given an individual login to access available 
time slots and to allow you to book a time. Logins will be sent out next week (week 6). Please note that both 
Contact #1 and #2 will be sent a login to PTO, however we do ask that families who live in the same household please only make 
one booking per child. If your child lives in two households, then both parents/carers are welcome to make a booking. If you need 
assistance in making a booking, please contact the front office on 61422430. 

P&C Report  

 Our next Turner P&C Meeting is scheduled for 7pm on Tuesday 13th September 2022.  
Please feel free to join us.  Nicola Gibson | P&C President 

Senior Assembly Awards 

Congratulations to the following students on receiving an award this week: 

http://www.imp.act.edu.au
https://forms.gle/PrGWpd8oh5jRy9YV6
http://www.imp.act.edu.au/our_ensembles/auditions
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2022 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey  

As part of our continuous effort to improve ACT schools, the Education Directorate invites you to give feedback in an online survey 
about your experience of your child’s school. Your responses will help your school to identify what it does well and how it can 
improve. The data will also be used to underpin school improvement practices and inform government priorities, as well as in 
research projects and longitudinal studies aimed at improving the quality of education services in the ACT. 

The survey is open now.  

All personal information will be handled in accordance with the Territory Privacy Principles set out in the Information Privacy Act 
2014. Details about how personal information is stored and used are available in our Privacy Policy (available at 
education.act.gov.au). Your responses will be only reported and used in aggregate with responses from other students.  
No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college.  

Please complete the survey ONLINE at:  

https://acteducation.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3w3stg1ixsblgcS 

The survey should take 5-10 minutes to complete, and you can access it from any mobile device until midnight,  
Friday 9 September 2022. Your participation is voluntary, but we do hope you will help.  

The Education Directorate is committed to ensuring this survey is accessible for all. If you have difficulty accessing or interpreting 
the survey, please contact Laura.Patrick@ed.act.edu.au for assistance.  

Turner Tornadoes 

The Turner Tornadoes. otherwise known as the 5/6 girls’ basketball team 

competed in a tournament on Tuesday 23rd August at the Belconnen bas-

ketball stadium. The Tornadoes had fractured practice sessions in the lead 

up to the event because of our unpredictable weather, nevertheless the 

enthusiasm was unmistakable ahead of the first tip off at 8.30am. 

Overall, the Tornadoes achieved a total of four wins, and two losses, nar-
rowly missing out on a place in the semi-finals. (an edge of your seat 
game). The girls showed tremendous sportsmanship, enthusiasm, and a 
positive sense of team spirit, supporting, and encouraging each other 
throughout the day. 

With a mix of experienced club players playing alongside girls who have 
never played the game at all, it was great to see so many girls find a love 
for the game and express interest to pursue it as a sport in the future.  

Those girls who had played before stepped up into positions of leadership and acted as mentors and coaches for those inexperi-
enced players. The girls learnt valuable lessons in humility, courage, and resilience as by the end of the day everyone was exhaust-
ed. I am sure everyone slept well Tuesday night. 

Thank you to all the parents who assisted on bench duty and who came to support their child throughout the day.  And lastly, 
thank you to the Tornadoes for trying their hardest right up to the final hooter and representing Turner school with pride. I am 
most proud of that! 

I look forward to seeing the year 5 girls back in action in 2022!     Coach: Tracey-Anne Leahey 

Tournament of Minds 

Last Saturday and Sunday, 28 Turner students from years 4-6 competed in the 
Tournament of Minds competition at the ANU.  

We had 4 teams across each discipline - The Arts, Social Sciences, Language and 
Literature and STEM.  

Each team of students worked for 6 weeks to prepare a dramatic solution to a complex 
problem, and on the day, we were presented with a spontaneous challenge where we 
only had a few minutes to solve a problem and share our thinking with the judges!   

In the process, we demonstrated outstanding critical and creative thinking, self-management, 
collaboration, and communication.  

We would like to thank our mentor teachers (Sarah, Katrina, Laura L, Jayne and Adam) who 
supported us to plan, rehearse and prepare our final solutions.  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/publications_and_policies/policies
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facteducation.au1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_3w3stg1ixsblgcS&data=05%7C01%7C%7C08d2aa0655534b03ac9b08da86fc2cd3%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637970715049292330%7CUnknown%7CT
mailto:Laura.Patrick@ed.act.edu.au
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Community Notices 

Baseball Canberra has 
been working hard 

during winter to pre-
pare for the summer 

baseball season and we 
are excited to be 

launching Grand Slam 
T-Ball. The sport is for 

4, 5 and 6 year olds. 

Book Launch from our STEAM Author Visit 

Calling all magpie lovers! Author Nicole Godwin, who recently  
visited Turner School, is launching her new picture book ’Swoop’ 
at the National Arboretum Canberra at 9.15am on 10 September.  

There will be loads of activities for children, a short talk on the 
fascinating world of magpies, plus a book reading. You can find 
more information 
and RSVP at the 
event page 
here: https://
www.facebook.com/

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F5892568224105688&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98ee4f8be6324085035608da810bbcf2%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637964186342790320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fevents%2F5892568224105688&data=05%7C01%7C%7C98ee4f8be6324085035608da810bbcf2%7Cf1d4a8326c2144759bf48cc7e9044a29%7C0%7C0%7C637964186342790320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM

