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Dear parents and Turner community, 

The Artists’ and Writers’ Festival is one of the most fantastic weeks of the year where our students, teachers and community can 
embrace so many opportunities to stretch their thinking as Artists’ and Writers’. I encourage you to have lots of conversations at 
home with your child around what they are learning and maybe even have a go at becoming the author of something yourself!  

We have some great parent events happening across the festival and you are welcome to come along. We have broken these 
events into year group events so that we can best manage Covid Safe procedures. Please see the parent festival page in this 
newsletter for your child’s parent event.  

If you would like to see highlights from our opening and closing ceremonies, they will be available on our learning from hub for a 
short time: https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects/2021-artists-writers-festival?
authuser=0  

Many thanks to Robyn, Jess, Antonia, and the festival team for organising the week. We are absolutely delighted to have Naomi 
Zouwer as our creative in residence and Professor Robyn Ewing as our performing arts educator in residence (albeit, as online 
resident as she is unable to attend from Sydney). We are so excited for the week ahead and can’t wait to share our learning! 

Kind regards,  Allison Edmonds | Principal  
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Reminder for all parents, carers and visitors to use the Check In CBR app when they enter school grounds. 

Check in CBR app codes are at  multiple entry points around the school. This will make contact tracing far 

easier if we have a confirmed case at a school.   

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects/2021-artists-writers-festival?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects/2021-artists-writers-festival?authuser=0
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Turner School 2021 Artists’ and Writers’ Festival—“What if I was the author?” Term 3 Week 4 

At a glance 2021 Festival Program 
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Max’s Words Story Writing Competition    

Have you read the story “Max’s Words” by Kate Banks? If not, you’re missing out!! It’s a wonder-

ful story about a boy called Max and how he made some fabulous stories just by putting a whole 

lot of words together. 

Throughout our Artists’ and Writers’ Festival we will be holding a school-wide writing competition 

in the style of Max. If you’d like to enter, you can write a short story, poem, letter, song…whatever 

you like! Use words cut out from magazines or newspapers to create a literary masterpiece!! 

Competition categories are: 

 Preschool and Kindergarten 

 Year 1 and Year 2 

 Year 3 and Year 4 

 Year 5 and Year 6 

 Small Class 

There will be prizes awarded for imagination and creativity. Entries need to be handed to Helen in C3 Classroom by (end of day) 
Thursday 5th August so that the winners can be announced at our closing ceremony. Don’t forget to write your name and class 
on your entry. 

Good luck and happy writing!!!!! 

Hi 1/2 families,  

To celebrate the launch of the 2021 Artists’ and Writers’ Festival - What if I was the author?, the 1/2 
Team are hosting a ‘snuggle up and read’ evening on Monday 2nd August.  

Families are invited to read a story with their child while enjoying a hot chocolate and sweet treat in 
Turner's School Library. There will be 2 sessions to choose from, the first is 4:00-4:45pm and the  
second is 5:00-5:45pm. 

Please follow the link below to indicate your interest in this event and RSVP by Friday 30 July. A gold 
coin donation upon entry is appreciated as this will cover our catering costs - it would be great if you 
could BYO cup or mug. Event will be held in the library.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyuDQY6EaOf4mxYjqPq6XavXhj9h6d9dFR2Sq9uLV04ZEaQA/viewform?
usp=sf_link 

Signing in using the Check In CBR app is required to support us in keeping COVID-19 safe.  

We look forward to seeing you there!  

The 1/2 Team 

Our Learning from Home Hub has been updated on the Community Projects page with a Festival 
button to click with information and videos of our upcoming festival. https://sites.google.com/
ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects?authuser=0 

Year 6 Combined Band  
 
This week, our Year 6 (brass) Band packed up our instruments and headed 
over to Kaleen Primary for a combined band rehearsal.  
Along with the Year 6 bands from Kaleen and North Ainslie schools (who both 
have woodwind bands), we collaborated together and practised our skills as a 
combined band. It was a great experience for all students to experience the 
combined band and to work with a variety of conductors. All students 
represented Turner fantastically and were complimented on their respectful 
and positive contributions.   
 
By Lili R & Iesha 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyuDQY6EaOf4mxYjqPq6XavXhj9h6d9dFR2Sq9uLV04ZEaQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyuDQY6EaOf4mxYjqPq6XavXhj9h6d9dFR2Sq9uLV04ZEaQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/learning-from-home-hub/community-projects?authuser=0


 

Issue 12 – 29 July 2021 email: tnrp@turners.act.edu.au      http://www.turners.act.edu.au      4 

Boys Basketball 

Last Tuesday a group of 5/6 boys laced up their shoes and made their way to the hardcourts of 
Belconnen Basketball Stadium to showcase their skills and compete in the Jamie Pearlman Gala 
Day. The boys did amazingly well, winning all 3 of their round games and making it through to the 
Semi-Finals. The boys performed exceptionally, and just fell short to in progressing through to the 
grand final. The teamwork and sportsmanship shown by all was something to behold and all the 
boys should be extremely proud of their efforts. Well done boys! 

Turner School Athletics Carnival  

Well it was 3rd times the charm when it came to the Turner School Athletics Carnival! It may have been a little chilly, but that didn’t stop 
all of Turner turning up and having-a-go at some amazing events with a smile on their face. The day begun with the junior races in front 
of the whole school, before they moved off to their Junior Athletics Day. The seniors remained on the oval working through sprints, 
javelin, shot-put and long jump. Although the weather took a turn, the resilience and determination shown by all to make it through the 
day was fantastic! Results are being processed and the top 2 from the events will progress through to the Belconnen Regional Carnival 
held on the Friday 20 August. Information and notes will be sent out regarding this next week.  Ribbons for the top 3 finishes will be 
presented at our next senior assembly with more information regarding this to come. 

On behalf of the PE Committee we want to thank all those that helped in the lead up and on the day in making it such a fantastic event!  

Girls Basketball  
Last term Turner hosted try outs for the Southside 5/6 Sue Geh Basketball Competition which occurred on Thursday 22 July. Once the 
team was finalised, we held training sessions and meetings leading up to the day.  

On the day, the girls travelled to Tuggeranong to compete. We played three games against St 
Anthony’s, Red Hill 1 and Red Hill 2. We were all super supportive towards to each other, trying our 
hardest and even winning a game.  

This was such an amazing experience, and we were so lucky to have Jayne as our coach, she 
supported us throughout the day and we couldn’t have asked for a better competition.  We are all 
glad we went and got this opportunity to represent the school. Good game!     

Evie, Chloe, Trudy and Ailis | Year 5/6 Students�  

Library Happenings        

Things are up and running across the school in anticipation of the Artists’ and Writers’ Festival 
and how could you not be with the theme 

 If I were the author…’ 

To quote Michelle Obama from ‘Becoming’ (a book I read for my Chief Ministers Reading Challenge) 

“There’s power in allowing yourself to be known and heard, in owning your unique story, in using your authentic voice.  

Your story is what you have, what you will always have, it is something to own”   

This tells me clearly that we are all authors, we write the story of our life if nothing else and that alone is important enough. 

Ok, some things you need to know. 

Chief Minister Reading Challenge 

This event finishes on Thursday 5 August.   This year the school registered 195 participants (which was a guess on my behalf) and we 
than had 156 students volunteer to participate. With only 7 days left, I am very short of returned forms, I have all the kindy forms 
(everyone in KCM) and 18 others, which totals 37 forms in all. 

If families know their child/ren have opted in, could you please chase them up and get the forms in ASAP. 

Library Clubs — I will be running the following clubs in the library beginning in Week 5 (after festival). 

 

Students will only get to visit twice to ensure that many students get a turn and we will see how this all turns out.  

Remember to Keep Reading!      Jayne Murray | Librarian Teacher 

Day Activity Lunch 1 Lunch 2 

Monday Lego Club K-2 – 15 students only 3-6 – 15 students only 

Tuesday Crafting Club K-2 – 15 students only 3-6 – 15 students only 

Friday IT Club K-2 – 15 students only 3-6 – 15 students only 
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P&C Report 

Thank you to all those who attended our Turner School P&C meeting on Tuesday 20 July, your contributions are always welcome. Our 
next scheduled P&C meeting if for Tuesday 17th August at 7pm, the meeting will be held in the Staffroom and we will provide a 
meeting link for those that want to attend the meeting remotely. 

We will be running a Winter Warmer event on Wednesday 25 August. Please join us for a hot chocolate and some 
dessert on from 5.45pm -7.45pm… Drop the kids at the Disco and join us for a warm-up drink and a chat. 

Many thanks  Nicola Gibson |Turner Primary P&C President  

2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their experience of public 
education. The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 13 August to 3 September. The survey  
results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our school. No personal identifying  
information will be provided to any school or college. 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will receive: 

• A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy provision for the data; and 

• An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey. Genuine survey invitation emails will 
have the title "The 2021 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey is now open!" and will be sent from EDU Surveys & 
Evaluation with 'from' address EDU@qualtrics-survey.com. 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your Junk email folder; if it is not there, send your contact details to 
EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation. If you do not have an email listed with the school, please  
contact the front office on 6142 2430.  

The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu,  
Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish and Telugu. Respondents can select their preferred language when they start the survey. A 
shortened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available in the following 5 languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen 
and Mon. These surveys are available at the Front Office. 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents and carers, staff and students as 
possible to complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part. 

For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey 

Limelight Art Exhibition 
The annual Step Into the Limelight Art exhibition was opened last week by our Director General Katy Haire at the M16 Art Space in 
Griffiths.  Turner School is proud to showcase works by 8 Turner students: Alexey Cardillo, Jakoah Pratt, Chester Xiaotian Qian, Nelly 
Gibson, Xin Tong Chang (Fei Fei), Romeo Rosenman-Johnson, Linnea Braas and Phoebe Hellyar. The exhibition runs from 23 July – 8 
August and is open to the public.   

mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
mailto:EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
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Earth & Space Museum (Year 3-6)  -   ‘We had a blast!’ 
 
In Term 2, Years 3-6 explored Earth & Space Science through their project-based learning. They 
were tasked with planning, designing and creating an installation for the Turner School ‘Earth & 
Space Science Museum’. Their purpose was to inform and entertain, with their audience being the 
junior classes. With this in mind, the students worked to create interactive installations that 
would excite and engage the younger students, sharing what they had learnt about their areas of 
interest.  
 

This project was a fantastic opportunity for the students to build their learner assets, providing them with the opportunity to build 
their collaboration, communication and self-management skills in particular. Across last week, all students visited the museum and 
there was an absolute buzz in the air! The younger children loved the interactive opportunities that had been thoughtfully designed 
for them (who knew being pulled into a black hole could be so much fun!?!).  
 
Special thanks to Laura L who coordinated the event with the expert parent guidance from Martha (Oli & Callum’s mum). Also a  
special thank you to our student steering committee who lead the organisation and decision-making process of the event as well as 
the many parents who popped in across the week to join in the fun!  

A reminder there are white lost property baskets on both David St and Condamine St 

side. The  baskets are emptied regularly and named items are returned to the 

student and all other items are put into the second hand uniform shop.  Please 

remember to label all your child’s items eg; jumpers, hats, beanies, drink bottles and 

lunch boxes.  
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Turner School Notices 

Wednesday  

25 August 2021  
 

K-2 disco (5:45pm – 6:45pm) 

3-6 disco (7:00pm – 8:30pm) 
 

Fruit drinks will be available for 
$1.50. 

Entrance Fee 

$3.50 per child / $7.00 
per family 

All students K-6 must be collected 
from OUTSIDE the hall at the end 

of their disco  
(i.e. at the door).  

Year 3/4 Family Event 
 

9:00am  
Wednesday 4 August  

Kindergarten Wetlands Walk  

12 noon to 1pm  

Monday  4 August  

ACT Oztag Gala Day Boys  

All Day 

Wednesday 11 August 

ACT Oztag Gala Day Girls 

All Day 

Thursday 12 August 

Festival Opening Ceremony  
and Create-a-thon 

9.30am   
Friday 30 July  

1/2 Family Event  
(evening in the library) 

 
4—6 pm.  Monday 4 August 

Further information in newsletter. 

Festival Closing Ceremony 

12:30pm  

Friday 6 August 

Lines of communication:    
Should you have any questions or celebrations about your child’s learning, remember your most knowl-
edgeable point of call is your classroom teacher.  Alternately, you can contact the year group team lead-
er, Deputy Principal or Principal via the front office: Condamine Street Front Office 61422430/61422431 
David Street Front Office 61422436  Email:  tnrp@turners.act.edu.au 
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Community Notices 

 Guides have FUN in-

doors and outdoors, 

learn new skills and 

make new friends. 

Local guide units meet 

once a week at the 

Guide halls in Lister Cres, 

Ainslie and Clianthus St, 

O'Connor.  

To find out more, go to: https://girlguides-

nswactnt.org.au/  or https://

www.northcanberragirlguides.com/ 

Guides is for girls aged 5 –18 yrs.  

Is your child interested in coding?  
They might like to sign up to the NCSS Challenge! 

The NCSS Challenge is a programming competition open to all students. The Grok Learning team have 
been running coding competitions like the challenge for over 12 years. The NCSS Challenge has experts 
who teach students how to program as they go along, rather than expecting participants to be experts 
already. If your child is a seasoned coder, they have something for them too – the problems range from 
relatively simple to mind-bendingly hard. While the challenge started on Monday 26 July, students can 
still join as it will finish up in 5 weeks.  

 
For more information head to: https://groklearning.com/challenge/  

https://girlguides-nswactnt.org.au/
https://girlguides-nswactnt.org.au/
https://www.northcanberragirlguides.com/
https://www.northcanberragirlguides.com/
https://groklearning.com/challenge/
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