
 

   

 

Term 2, 2020- Turner Preschool Term Letter 
Gulambany Group – Monday-Wednesday 

Sofia Ritman and Trina Meredith 
 

Dear Families,  
 
Welcome to term 2. We are looking forward to working with you as we transition from learning from 
home to face to face learning at school.  
 
As teachers we have been working hard to plan learning and will work with you across the term.  
 

Timetable for return to face to face learning: 
Week 1-3 Preschool Students learning remotely 

Registered students at Safe and Supervised Sites 

Week 4 Preschool Students face to face learning back at 
school  
Vulnerable students and families core learning 
remotely 

 

Vulnerable students and families who are not yet returning to school from week 4  
Please let your class teacher know so they can support you to access core learning online.  
 
Early Years Learning Framework learning 
At Turner Preschool we design a play based program where children have the opportunity to engage 
in sustained and meaningful learning experiences in open ended, rich environments.  
 
We adapted our program in weeks 1-3 by providing an online daily meeting routine in conjunction 
with the opportunity for small groups of children to meet with friends and staff. These times have 
assisted children to continue to feel connected to their peers and staff. In conjunction to this, a 
Turner School Preschool Play Space has been added to the School website. The Play Space offers 
familiar and new activities such as making playdough, making a cubby, music and movement, stories 
and  prompts to encourage imaginative play. We are looking forward to connecting face to face from 
week 4! 
 
Our program has components designed to increase a child’s ability to initiate their own 
pretend/imaginative play in their home environment and when they return to school. For example, 
during our first online meeting we read a story ‘A Bear Book’. The characters took their bears and soft 
toys on a picnic. At the conclusion of the story, making a cubby house, having a picnic with teddies 
under a blanket covered table and other ideas were suggested and discussed with the children.  
 
Our regular morning meeting times include the very familiar ‘Helping Hands’ song with the YouTube 
clip, individual greetings, a chat about the days of the week, weather, seasons and emotions. Children 
have the opportunity to participate with their own  visual boards.  
 
Children’s specific interests are included in this learning platform, in line with the Early Years Learning 
Framework (EYLF) to ensure that children are connected and contribute to their world. 
 



 
Literacy  
Literacy is a major component of this time together, as success in literacy comes from embracing 
what children already know. Children regularly share books and are asked what stories they would 
like to listen to. Our literacy program is based on this direct approach. e observe and listen to 
children’s interests and wonderings to assist with story selections. Story baskets based on the 
selected books will be waiting for children to revisit and explore upon their return to preschool. 
 
Numeracy 
Numeracy plays a major role in a child’s development and helps children make sense of the world 
around them. Some numeracy experiences have been included on the Preschool Playspace as well as 
some numeracy exposure at our morning meetings for week 3, particularly in the weekday fitness fun, 
stories and songs. 
 
The program is designed using the Being, Belonging and Becoming: Early Years Learning Framework 
for Australia (EYLF) which focuses on developing children’s learning under five broad outcomes; 

Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity 
Outcome 2: Children are connected and contribute to their world 
Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing 
Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners  
Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators  

  
Copies of the EYLF are available at the preschool or online at https://education.gov.au/early-years-
learning-framework. You will see reference to this document in the preschool program, reflections 
and the children’s learning portfolios.  

 
Collaborative partnerships 
Collaborative partnerships in learning between the school, the child, families and the broader 
community provide the foundation for early childhood learning at preschool. 
 
It has been so pleasing to receive many photos of the children as they explore at home with you. 
Please send photos and videos of your child’s experiences during the weeks of online learning to 
enable us to document these times for you in portfolios. 
 
Transitioning back across the term 
Learning from home and transitioning back to school will involve a different kind of connection that 
we would experience when our students come into school each day. Kindness, understanding and 
realistic expectations will be key in us working together for each child. Your child’s teacher will be 
your first connection point. We are all connected in wanting the best for your child’s education.  
 
Collective responsibility for a healthy community 
As we return to school, we would ask that you follow recommendations by the Chief Health Officer in 
helping us to maintain social distancing and hygiene procedures. 

• Please do not send your child to school if they are unwell 

• Please encourage and practice hand washing and santising procedures with your child/ren 

• The school is working hard to put in place rigorous cleaning and hygiene practices. 
 

• As adults, please adhere the following guidelines: 
o Where possible, please drop your child off without entering school buildings (note, this 

may be different for students in small group, please talk with your child’s teacher) 



o If you need to talk to the class teacher this can be done via email, phone or arranged 
google meet 

o If you are on school grounds please,  maintain a 1.5m distance between adults and use 
the available hand santising station. 

Preschool students will exit as usual from the external classroom doors for pickup outside rather than 
in corridors.  

 
The school will continue to keep you informed if any changes around guidelines arise. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Sofia and Trina  
 
Sofia.ritman@ed.act.edu.au 
Trina.meredith@ed.act.edu.au  
 
02 6205 6622 (Turner School) 
 
Excuitve Teacher – Lu Weckert  
Laura.weckert@ed.act.edu.au  
 
12 May 2020 
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